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DAVID CALVERT

In what is his final full shooting year with the Royal Air Force, this has been a year to remember for David Calvert. His legendary performance as a shooter and coach was gratefully appreciated when the Royal Air Force won the Inter-Service’s Long Range Match during the Imperial Meeting.  In what can only be described as a thrilling final, he then went on to win the coveted Queens Prize. Touring with the Club to Jersey he won the Individual Prize Shoot and then shot and coached the Club’s Team to win the Veteran’s Match. A week later he was back at Bisley for the Club’s Championship and, you guessed it, he won that as well. Today after shooting for 5 days in the blistering heat and stifling humidity he secured the Bronze Medal for Northern Ireland in the Singles Full Bore event.
MICK GAULT

Not a Club member but many of you may know Mick Gault who has now retired from the Royal Air Force and was shooting pistol for England in the Commonwealth Games. Mick gained another two medals to bring his total for tally to seventeen in five Games. Mick will now concentrate on coaching future pistol shooters.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
Thanks to the pre-Champs organisation of Peter Turner and his father Mike who managed the weekend and kept everything flowing regardless of the glitches and anomalies that always try and trip you up, we had a most enjoyable shoot and a roundup of the results is attached. Thanks also to our new RAFSAA Sec, Paul Upham and his wife who answered a last minute request and organized and cooked the Barbeque on Saturday evening.  Jim Bryant and Phil Perry helped with Range Officer duties,  Alan Robertson produced the Stats and Gill Turner Handed out the Prizes. It was also encouraging to see so many of our friends from overseas joining us for the Champs. We even had one overseas F Class.
CLUB DINNER
What better way to end the year than to sit down and enjoy our
annual Club Dinner. A massive thank you goes to Chris Fitzpatrick for organizing the event which was well attended and held in the RAFSAA Clubhouse at Bisley. Guests of honour were Jim Bryant, Mike Turner and Bob Rutter. Mixing a fine pre-dinner gin and tonic was Mick Silver and it was not long before all was ready to vacate the Club veranda and proceed to the Clubhouse bar that had been transformed into a dining room.
Jim Bryant celebrated reaching eighty years on this planet and after checking that he was not wearing his hearing aid we were told how he was a bit of a rebel in his school years and judging from some of his exploits touring with the Club, not much has changed. Jim was thanked for all he continued to do in support of the Club.
Mike Turner was one of the Club’s founders in 1970 and the Club’s first Secretary. Without Mike and people like him the Club would not exist and his actions have most certainly contributed to the success of the Royal Air Force Team against the other Services. Mike also generously donated the port for the evening. 

Stealing the show was Bob Rutter who although he no longer shoots proved that advancing years and poor health do prevent you from delivering a riveting after-dinner speech. You could hear a pin drop as Bob recalled his life history which led him to join the Royal Air Force from a humble background and fly immensely dangerous missions into occupied territories during World War 2. Coming under direct fire he and his crew would risk all landing in rough fields to deliver and collect personnel and supplies for the Resistance. We were also treated to an insight on the attitude and feelings of those fighting against Germany when all that separated the UK from the enemy was 22 miles of water. Bob received a standing ovation and continued to answer questions after the formal part of the evening was concluded.
Chris Hockley was the master of ceremonies and announced the Engagements of Rob Douglas to Amy and Sarah Turner to James. It also sounded like he announced the engagement of two other members of the Club but that was due to a pause in his speech that was misinterpreted and caused much amusement.
Thanks were also credited to Margaret and Tom for running the bar and to the caterers who once again provided us with an excellent dinner accompanied with fine wine. 
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